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We’ve got lots about OAC in this panui.  Read on for information about 
our annual seminar day and AGM, membership renewal, Board 
elections and more. 

Membership renewal 

You will have noticed that your annual membership renewal invoice is included with this panui.  For 
voting members, the fee remains $50 per annum and for participating members, it is just $30.  We hope 
you will continue to support us in the work we are doing.  We are fully funded by the Ministry of Health, 
so membership fees enable us to do those lobbying type activities that we are not contracted to do.  If 
you are no longer the authorised representative for your organisation, please let me know.   

We are always on the lookout for new members, so if you think there might be an organisation near you 
with similar aims and goals, please refer them to the website. 

OAC seminar and AGM 

In the past we have held our AGM and seminar day in Wellington.  This year it will be in Auckland on 26 
September at the Sorrento in the Park, One Tree Hill Domain.  We haven’t yet finalised all speakers, but 
Prof Janet Hoek and Jennifer Lamm have been confirmed.  Janet always provides food for thought and 
she won’t disappoint this time either. Her topic will be the food industry’s infiltration of society via its 
marketing messages and what we can do in response.  Jennifer Lamm, Resource Management Planner, 

Auckland Regional Public Health, will present on Active Transport and Urban Design Protocols.   Two 
more speakers will be added to the programme, so keep your eye on the website.   

Please put the date in your diary.  Registration forms and programme will be on our website from July.   

Board elections 

Bronwen King and Frances Smiler-Edwards will complete their terms of office at this year’s AGM.  The 
rules do allow for re-election of board members, and Frances and Bronwen have each indicated their 
intention to stand again.  However, other nominations for these two elected board positions are now 
open.  Voting will take place at the AGM, but eligible voting organisations may cast a proxy vote. 

To be a Board member you must be the authorised representative of a voting organisation.  Each voting 
organisation has ONLY ONE authorised representative.    Only voting organisations can nominate Board 
members, and the nomination form must be signed by both nominator and nominee.   

Nominations to the Board may come from the floor at the AGM, but if you are considering standing or 
nominating, the nominee should supply a short resume or letter as to why they should be elected.  
These will be circulated to all voting members prior to the AGM.  Board nomination forms will be posted 
on the What’s New page of the website.   

The OAC Board meets monthly by teleconference, and at quarterly face to face meetings in either 
Auckland or Wellington.  It has a governance rather than operational role (unless specifically required) 
and carries out an annual review of its performance. It also conducts specific Board training as 
necessary.  It isn’t a particularly onerous job, but a high level of commitment is essential.  All we ask is 
that you keep yourself up-to-date with issues, be on time to teleconferences and meetings, be familiar 
with Board papers, and have a sense of humour. 
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Please note that at the last AGM a rule change increased the terms of office for members of the Māori  
and Pacific caucuses to three years.  Therefore there will be no new appointments to those caucuses, 
though we will ensure time and room for them to meet at the conclusion of the AGM.   

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ aņƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ plans 

A business case was put to the Ministry of Health during 2007 requesting additional funding to ensure 
the Māori and Pacific advocacy plans were fully implemented.  We believed the business case was 
sound, and it had the support of the HEHA team within the Ministry.  The relationship between the 
contract manager at the Ministry and the Executive Director of OAC was excellent and we felt very 
confident that the money was ‘in the bag’.   

Unfortunately, the outcome was not what we had been expecting.  We were informed that there was no 
additional money for implementing either plan.  

A letter to Cynthia Maling expressing our disappointment at the Ministry’s response to our funding 
proposal was sent in December, and a reply was received a few days later.  It states: 

I believe the issues influencing the response have been the length of time the proposal has 
taken to develop and the rapid expanse that has occurred in the sector implementing 
HEHA in the last year.  As a result of this the environment in DHBs has changed 
significantly and advocacy services for aņƻǊƛ and Pacific people need to take account of 
these changes. 

A meeting between OAC and Cynthia Maling was held earlier this year to clarify funding matters and 
discuss other advocacy options.  Working to ensure that OAC advocates for effective measures to 
prevent the onset of obesity for high risk groups, specifically children, Māori and Pacific people, remains 
one of the key outputs in our core contract.  Separate advocacy projects with both the Pacific and Māori 
communities remain priorities, and work on an advocacy-based food security report for Pacific 
communities is currently underway.   

Food Security Among aņƻǊƛ in Aotearoa has also been sent to all HEHA managers with the suggestion 
that advocacy opportunities probably exist in their local areas.  You might like to talk to your HEHA 
manager about such initiatives. 

Strategic Plan 2008-2010 

The Board has been working on OAC’s Strategic Plan 2008-2010.  We feel we have come a long way 
since 2003, and the new plan reflects this.  As soon as all the Key Performance Indicators have been 
finalised the Plan will be added to the website. 
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