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AGM and Symposium 

This year our Symposium and Annual General Meeting will be held on 26 
September at Sorrento in the Park, One Tree Hill Domain, Auckland.   

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ page of our 
website (www.obesityaction.org.nz).  The registration fee remains at $30 per person, and includes 
morning tea and lunch.  There are three options for payment: enclose a cheque with the registration 
form, request an invoice or pay on the day. Whichever method you choose, please register by 12 
September. If you have specific dietary requirements please note them on the registration form. 

A copy of the draft programme is also on our ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΥ WŀƴŜǘ IƻŜƪ 
on the foƻŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ƛƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ǿƛŀ ƛǘǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΤ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ŀƳƳ ƻƴ !ŎǘƛǾŜ 
Transport and Urban Design; Jordan Waiti on tikanga based motivation for physical activity; and 
Bronwen King taking an interactive session on labelling logic.  The registration desk will open at 8.30am 
and the first speaker will start at 9.15am.  We should be finished no later than 4pm and we will ensure 
ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aņƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŎŀǳŎǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΦ 

Board elections 

We mentioned in the May Panui that Bronwen King and Frances Smiler-Edwards will have completed 
their terms of office aǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !DaΣ ōǳǘ have indicated their intention to stand again.  We have now 
been notified that Daniela Tylkowski is resigning from the Board to return to Australia.  Daniela only 
joined the Board last year, and we are very sorry to see her go.  However, she does promise to come 
back to New Zealand some time in the future. 

Please see the recommendation from the Board below to reduce the number of elected members from 
five to four.  If this passes we will have two elected positions available this year.  If you think you might 
be keen to join us, nomination forms are on the website and should be sent to me as soon as possible 
along with a short bio and why you think you sƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ  LΩƭƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !DaΦ 
Remember, voting organisations may cast a proxy vote if their representative cannot attend. 

Please note: Only voting members may become Board members. Each voting member may have one 
representative with voting rights and only that representative is eligible to be nominated for the Board. 
CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ . ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƻƻǇǎƛŜ 5ŀƛǎȅ ƛǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ .Ωǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ 
Whoopsie Daisy can vote and be nominated for the Board but Dizzy Lizzie, who may also be a member of 
Organisation B, cannot.  If Organisation B wants Dizzy Lizzie as their representative instead of Whoopsie 
5ŀƛǎȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ then Whoopsie Daisy can no longer vote or be nominated for the Board.   

The OAC Board meets monthly by teleconference and also has face to face meetings throughout the 
year, usually in Auckland or Wellington.  It has governance rather than an operational role (unless 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘύΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀn onerous job, but a high level of commitment is essential.  No 
honorarium is paid, but expenses are reimbursed.  We do ask that Board members keep up-to-date with 
issues, be on time to teleconferences and meetings, be familiar with Board papers and, most 
importantly, have a sense of humour.   

If you would like to know more about Board membership, please contact me at 
director@obesityaction.org.nz or Bronwen King, Chairperson, at bronwen.king@cph.co.nz. 
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Recommendation from the OAC Board ς AGM 

Voting members present at the 2008 AGM will be asked to vote in favour of the following 
recommendation: ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ōŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊΦέ 

Explanation:  Clause 13.12 allows for voting members at the AGM to reduce the number of elected 
members from five to four or conversely to increase the number of elected members from four to five.  
At the moment we have five elected members and three appointed members.  The appointed members 
will not change. The OAC Board considers a total number of seven board members is adequate for an 
organisation of our size and reducing the number would also free up some money for advocacy projects. 

Just a reminder, participating members can come along to the AGM but may not vote. 

Public Health Bill  

OAC welcomes a proposed measure in the Public Health Bill that would allow the Ministry of Health to 
regulate against advertising unhealthy foods if a code of practice is ignored.  The Public Health Bill is 
likely to go back before Parliament for its second reading in late July or early August.  The Bill has 
significant repercussions for those of us employed within the public health workforce and a quick letter 
or email to your local MP asking them to support the Bill would be great.  You can read the entire report   
http://www.parliament.nz/NR/rdonlyres/DEAD786E-20E1-40E0-8D3D-FAB76F09CBEB/86053/DBSCH_ 
SCR_ 4091_60293.pdf.  The Non communicable diseases section is on page 5. 

Pacific Food Security report 

Earlier this year we sought proposals from individuals or organisations to produce a food security report 
that was advocacy based and offered practical solutions.  We are thrilled to announce that Elaine Rush 
from AUT and her team have been contracted to undertake this work.  We expect to receive the finished 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƪŜep you informed on the launch of this report later on this year. 

aņƻǊƛ Food Security report  

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Food Security for aņƻǊƛ in Aotearoa report.  The original 
document was an excellent review of the available literature and summary of local initiatives. However, 
the OAC Board now sees value in revising it to offer more advocacy based, practical solutions to the 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴeed to watch this space for developing news on this. 

OAC membership 

Thanks to everyone who promptly paid their membership renewal invoices.  We really do appreciate 
your continued support.  Having an alternative source of income allows us to do things ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
contracted by the Ministry of Health to do.  

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the AGM and Symposium.  If you have any questions about 
anything in this Panui, please call or email me. 

  
Leigh Sturgiss 
Executive Director 
04 473 8031 
director@obesityaction.org.nz 
www.obesityaction.org.nz  
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